
OPENING DOORS WITH HIS GIVING

It was the mid-1980s, and Reed Tupper had been a 
member of Westmoreland Country Club in Wilmette, 

Illinois, for a little less than 10 years when he was 
approached by a Western Golf Association Director. 
Tupper was asked if he’d like to attend an Evans Scholars 
Selection Meeting at Oak Park Country Club where 
caddies, including one from Westmoreland, would 
interview for a full college and tuition scholarship.
What he saw that morning changed his life and inspired 
him to help the Evans Scholars Foundation change the 
lives of deserving caddies.

“I was astonished by the kids who interviewed that day,” 
Tupper said. “They left me so choked up I couldn’t even 
talk. I had been a Par Club supporter at my club for years 
but wasn’t really aware of what went on at the Selection 
Meetings. Needless to say, I soon began upping my 
contributions to the Program.”
In recent years, Tupper, who now serves as a WGA 
Director, has supported the Evans Scholars Foundation 
through the Match Play Challenge, the major gifts 
component of the annual Par Club fundraising campaign. 
In 2015, his generous pledge helped seed a matching pool 
that was used to match all Par Club gifts of $2,500 or 
greater. Last year’s campaign raised a record $9.7 million. 
To aid in his charitable giving to the Program, Tupper 
has opted to use a Charitable IRA, which allows 
individuals aged 70½ or older to make direct—and 
untaxed—charitable gifts of up to $100,000 per year from 
traditional and Roth IRAs to qualified charities. 
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Evans Scholars caddies get set to volunteer at an 
Evans Scholars fundraising outing at River Forest 
Country Club in Elmhurst, Illinois.

A WISE WAY TO GIVE

I f you leave retirement funds to heirs, the funds can be subject to both estate tax and income tax. 
On the other hand, if the same heirs receive their inheritances from other assets, only estate tax—if 

applicable—may be due on amounts passing to them. Therefore, you may prefer to leave retirement plan 
remainders to the Evans Scholars Foundation while using other assets to provide for heirs. 

TAX-FREE GIVING

For more than 100 years, our nation’s tax laws have 
encouraged charitable giving in a variety of ways. 

Charitable gifts may be deducted from income that 
would otherwise be taxable under federal tax law 
and the tax laws of many states.
In some cases; however, taxpayers encounter limits 
on the amount of charitable gifts they can deduct. 
For example, retirees may find that increases in 
their income can cause more of their Social Security 
benefits to be taxed. 

A GIVING SOLUTION

For those who are 70½ and older there is a special 
provision that allows you to make charitable gifts 
directly from Individual Retirement Accounts 
(IRAs). This giving option has been available in the 
past and was made a permanent law in 2015.

Those with traditional or Roth IRAs can make  
gifts to the Evans Scholars Foundation using funds  
that might otherwise be taxed when withdrawn. 
Donors may choose to make charitable gifts directly 
from an IRA up to a total of $100,000 per year. A 
couple with separate IRAs can each make gifts up  
to this amount. 
By giving directly from your IRA in this manner, 
you won’t increase your adjusted gross income and 
possibly subject your Social Security income to a 
higher level of taxation. Another advantage: you 
offset your Required Minimum Distribution and 
avoid taxes on the extra income.
If we can provide more information to you or your 
advisors about using retirement funds to make your 
gifts, confidentially and with no obligation, return 
the enclosed card or visit our website at wgaesf.
givingplan.net.
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Tupper spoke about his use of the Charitable IRA and 
his continued support of the Evans Scholars Foundation 
and its mission of sending caddies to college. 

HOW DID YOU DECIDE TO USE YOUR IRA TO SUPPORT 
THE EVANS SCHOLARS FOUNDATION?

Once I turned 70½, I knew that it was an option I could 
explore. I was examining our cash flow and doing some 
long-term planning about our gifts to various charities. 
The Match Play Challenge was underway, and I was 
looking to become a Match Play Partner. This particular 
vehicle made the most sense to me, in large part, because 
that money is never taxed. Nobody gets taxed on these 
contributions and it allows you, as a donor, to do the 
most amount of good with your money. 

WOULD YOU RECOMMEND THAT OTHERS CONSIDER 
USING THEIR IRA TO MAKE A CHARITABLE GIFT?

If you’re 70½ or older, it’s certainly a worthwhile thing 
to look at it and talk about with your tax or financial 
advisor. It should be on everyone’s radar. 

WHY DO YOU CHOOSE TO GIVE TO THE EVANS 
SCHOLARS FOUNDATION?

I still attend Selection Meetings, and I’m left speechless 
by these young men and women. I just can’t get over 
the caliber of the young person who is applying for the 
Evans Scholarship. I know they’re nervous, but they 
always display such poise, grace and presence when they 
interview for the Scholarship. It’s amazing. These kids 
don’t have money. Many of them come from nothing 
and just need someone to open the door for them. It’s an 
uplifting experience.

HOW DOES IT FEEL TO KNOW THAT YOUR SUPPORT IS, 
AS YOU SAID, HELPING OPEN THE DOOR FOR THESE 
DESERVING YOUNG PEOPLE?

You don’t know how good it feels until you get a 
personal, handwritten letter from an Evans Scholar 
expressing his or her gratitude for what you’ve done for 
them. You feel good when you write the check, but it’s 
difficult to describe the feeling you get when these young 
people reach out to you and they’re so appreciative. It’s 
like nothing I’ve ever experienced.  

University of Illinois Evans Scholars celebrate  
their graduation.



COMMON MYTHS ABOUT WILLS  
AND ESTATE PLANS

MYTH: ONLY WEALTHY PEOPLE 
OR SOMEONE WITH DEPENDENTS 
NEEDS AN ESTATE PLAN. 

If you have any property at all, 
you need to plan carefully to avoid 
unnecessary delays and expenses in 
the distribution of your assets.

MYTH: WHEN PEOPLE DIE WITHOUT 
WILLS, STATE LAWS USUALLY 
DISTRIBUTE THEIR PROPERTY 
IN ABOUT THE SAME WAY THEY 
WOULD HAVE. 

The state distributes property 
according to an all-purpose plan. 
Generally, children will receive equal 
amounts regardless of differing needs. 
No provisions will be made for special 
friends or favorite charities.

MYTH: A GOOD ESTATE PLAN,  
PROFESSIONALLY MADE, RARELY 
NEEDS REVISION. 

Periodic reviews are advisable, since 
so many changes occur throughout 
life; children become independent, 
estate values can increase or decrease 
and tax laws change.

MYTH: CHARITABLE BEQUESTS 
COME MAINLY FROM THOSE WHOSE 
ESTATES ARE SO LARGE THERE IS 
PLENTY LEFT OVER. 

People with modest estates often 
discover they can make meaningful 
gifts to charitable interests like the 
Evans Scholars Foundation while still 
arranging generous provisions for 
loved ones.

ESF AT A GLANCE

910
Scholars in School

10,184
Evans Scholars Alumni

$16.5 MILLION
Annual Direct  

Scholarship Costs

$80,000
Average Total Value

of an Evans Scholarship

Considering a Bequest?
By including the Evans Scholars 
Foundation in your will or trust, you are 
investing in the future of young men and 
women—one caddie at a time. If you  
are considering a bequest to us, here  
is some suggested wording to take to 
your attorney: 

“I (we), ____________, give and 
bequeath _______________   to the 
Evans Scholars Foundation [Tax ID# 
36-2518129], an Illinois charitable trust 
located in Golf, Illinois, to be applied to 
the general purposes of the program.” 

Walter Hagen, Fred McLeod, Chick Evans 
and James Barnes team up for a 1918 Red 
Cross benefit match at Columbia Country 
Club in Chevy Chase, Maryland.

For questions or more information,  
please contact:

Jerry Dudek, CFRE
One Briar Road • Golf, IL 60029
224-260-3730 • dudek@wgaesf.org
wgaesf.givingplan.net


