
ALUM HONORS BROTHER WITH SCHOLARSHIP GIFT

A s a caddie and Evans Scholar, Russ Hurd learned 
some valuable life lessons, including how to converse 

with successful people and how to lead his peers. He 
also discovered that hard work does pay off. But one of 
the most important lessons he picked up from his job as 
a caddie at the Country Club of Buffalo in New York-
and then later as an Evans Scholar at Northwestern 
University-was about the importance of giving back. 
It is a lesson that he has never forgotten. His days as 
an Evans Scholar helped set the stage for a successful 

entrepreneurial career. As president and CEO of Burt 
Rigid Box, Russ, who now lives in Buffalo and Naples, 
Florida, and his wife, Lynda, created an Endowed 
Named Scholarship in honor of his brother, George.
George also was an Evans Scholar, graduating from 
Northwestern in 1955. A director with WBBM-TV 
in Chicago, George was an active Alum, sharing his 
announcing talents at Scholar events like Summer 
Outing. He passed away in 1993 but will be forever 
remembered by Russ for his spirit of giving and for 
helping to blaze his path to the Evans Scholarship. 
In the following interview, Russ tells how being a  
caddie and an Evans Scholar impacted his life. 

HOW DID YOU BECOME A CADDIE?

I began caddying when I was 14. George was 13 years older 
and had won the Evans Scholarship. My dad died when I 
was 12, and we didn’t have much of an income. An Evans 
Scholarship was clearly in my sights. I enjoyed caddying 
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Applicants for the Evans Scholarship must have caddied 
for a minimum of two years.

REVIEW YOUR 
RETIREMENT PLANS

Do you have retirement accounts that require 
you to take withdrawals this year? If you do 

not need the withdrawal amounts, you may find it 
wise to use a portion of the amount withdrawn to 
make a gift to the Evans Scholars Foundation.
Although you report a withdrawal as taxable 
income, taxpayers who itemize are allowed an 
offsetting charitable deduction for your gifts. This 
can result in a “wash” for tax purposes and also 
ensure that no federal income and/or estate taxes 
must be paid by your beneficiaries in the future on 
the amounts donated.
For these reasons, many have found their retire-
ment accounts can represent a convenient “pocket” 
from which to make charitable gifts.  
Additionally, this year—as in the past—there may 
be added benefits from making gifts from your 
retirement plans. Check with your advisor for 
more information.

BENEFIT FROM  
YEAR-END GIVING

A variety of factors may be involved in your 
decisions about charitable giving. They can 

include the needs of loved ones, personal financial 
obligations, prevailing economic conditions and an 
interest in helping provide scholarship opportunities 
to deserving young men and women. 
As you go about planning your gifts most effectively 
this year, consider:

1. THERE ARE EXTRA INCENTIVES FOR 
PROPERTY GIFTS.  Making gifts in the form  
of stocks, bonds, certain mutual funds and other 
qualifying noncash property that has risen in 
value since you have owned it can make good 
sense from both philanthropic and financial 
planning standpoints. If you have owned 
such property for more than one year, you are 
generally entitled to an income tax deduction 
based on the current value of the property, not 
just the lower price you paid for it.

2. YOU CAN CARRY OVER ANY EXCESS TAX 
DEDUCTIONS FOR UP TO FIVE YEARS.  Tax 
deductions as a result of gifts of appreciated 
property can serve to eliminate tax on up to 
30 percent of your adjusted gross income (the 
deductible limit for cash is 50 percent of your 
AGI). Any unused deductions can be used to 
lower taxes in up to five additional tax years.

3. YOU BYPASS CAPITAL GAINS TAX.  When  
you make gifts of appreciated property, you  
also bypass capital gains tax that would be due 
if you had sold the property, adding to the tax 
savings you enjoy from making your gifts in  
this manner.

CHECK YOUR TAX RATE

You may find yourself in a higher bracket this year 
by virtue of an increase in income or because of 
fewer deductions. If your tax rate is higher this year 
than last, all deductions you claim as an itemizing 

taxpayer will be worth more—including your gifts to 
the Evans Scholars Foundation and other qualified 
charitable interests.
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and met a lot of people. It was wonderful exposure 
because it was my first opportunity to watch successful 
people and see how they conducted themselves. 

TELL US ABOUT BEING AN EVANS SCHOLAR.

It was a big thrill when I received the notice of earning 
the Scholarship. When the letter came in the middle 
of the day, George couldn’t wait for me to open it. He 
brought it to me in the school cafeteria. It was very much 
a family celebration. 
I have very fond memories of my college years, none 
of which would have been possible without the Evans 
Scholarship. The education was important for me and 
what it set up for my later years in life. Providing that 
communal living experience was a critical component 
of my maturation and character development. Having 
that family to help adjust to college life-that’s what 
makes the Evans Scholars Program so special. 

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR BEST MEMORIES?

Over the years, I’ve had various job titles and positions of 
significance, but my years as the dinner checker for an all-
girls dorm is still the best job I’ve ever had (laughs). Every 
year, I got to meet 130 young women and chat with them 
while making sure they didn’t take two desserts. 
I also worked at private parties at the home of the 
University Chancellor, as well as luncheons underneath 
Dyche Stadium on football Saturdays. Once, working  
as a waiter, I was given the job of doing nothing but 
taking care of King Hussein of Jordan. He was very 
gracious to me and shook my hand and asked about  
my career plans. 
As president of the Northwestern Chapter, I gained 
invaluable leadership experience. During my tenure, 
I was privileged to lead a delegation of Evans Scholars 
to the funeral of Chick Evans’ wife. I met Chick a few 
other times at public events, but this was very poignant 
and special. 

WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM BEING AN  
EVANS SCHOLAR?

I saw firsthand what it looked like to be truly generous 
and unselfish. I had the opportunity to become 
acquainted with people like Mac McGuigan, Jim Moore 
and Carleton Blunt. I remember one time we had a visit 
from one or two WGA Directors, who wanted a House 

tour. Ten days later, all new furniture was delivered. 
They had decided we needed new stuff. That was just 
incredible! That kind of generosity of spirit has stayed 
with me my whole life. 
After Northwestern, I went on to the Harvard Business 
School for an MBA. I always suspected Mac McGuigan 
had a hand in getting me in. 

WHY DID YOU CREATE AN ENDOWED NAMED 
SCHOLARSHIP? 

George was 25 when my dad died. He ended up 
supporting the family and was somewhat of a surrogate 
father. I want to follow the example set by him of 
volunteerism and charity. An Endowed Named 
Scholarship allowed me to donate a significant 
amount of money and create something that would 
allow George’s name to continue. I believe in paying it 
forward, and I wanted to honor my brother’s memory.
Neither of my parents went beyond the eighth grade, 
but they believed in education and the American 
Dream. The Evans Scholarship allowed me to realize 
the American Dream, and I’d like to see others have a 
similar opportunity. 

Michigan State Evans Scholars celebrate 
their 2015 graduation.



Q&A ABOUT YEAR-END GIVING

Q. WHY SHOULD I ARRANGE MY 
GIFTS AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE?

A. In order to enjoy tax benefits for 
charitable gifts this year, gifts must be 
completed no later than December 31. 
It’s best to begin discussing your plans 
with advisors early to ensure enough 
time to complete transfers and avoid 
hasty, last-minute decisions. 

Q. WHAT IS THE MOST ECONOMICAL 
WAY TO GIVE SECURITIES THAT HAVE 
DECREASED IN VALUE?

A. With depreciated securities, it is 
usually best to sell the asset and then 
give the cash proceeds. This may enable 
you to take a deduction for the capital 
loss in addition to a deduction for the 
charitable gift, thereby increasing the 
tax benefits for your gift.

Q. TAX LAWS HAVE UNDERGONE 
CHANGES IN THE LAST FEW YEARS. 
HOW DOES THIS AFFECT MY GIVING 
THIS YEAR?

A. With new, higher tax rates and 
capital gains rates, you may enjoy 
greater tax savings by making gifts this 
year. Pending proposals may reduce 
these benefits in future tax years.

Q. WHAT IF I DON’T ITEMIZE 
DEDUCTIONS?

A. If you did not itemize your 
deductions last year, it doesn’t mean 
you never will. Making an extra gift 
in a given year can boost the total of 
your deductions over the standard 
deduction amount, qualifying you to 
itemize in that year. This is sometimes 
referred to as “bunching” deductions. 
For more information, return the 
enclosed card or visit our website at 
wgaesf.givingplan.net.

ESF AT A GLANCE

910
Scholars in School

10,184
Evans Scholars Alumni

$16 MILLION
Annual Direct  

Scholarship Costs

$80,000
Average Total Value

of an Evans Scholarship

Considering a Bequest?
By including the Evans Scholars 
Foundation in your will or trust, you are 
investing in the future of young men and 
women—one caddie at a time. If you  
are considering a bequest to us, here  
is some suggested wording to take to 
your attorney: 

“I (we), ____________, give and 
bequeath _______________   to the 
Evans Scholars Foundation [Tax ID# 
36-2518129], an Illinois charitable trust 
located in Golf, Illinois, to be applied to 
the general purposes of the program.” 

Chick Evans (second from left) with fellow 
competitors at the 1914 Western Amateur 
at Kent Country Club.

For questions or more information,  
please contact:

Jerry Dudek, CFRE
One Briar Road • Golf, IL 60029
224-260-3730 • dudek@wgaesf.org
wgaesf.givingplan.net


